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WNicholas Mooney, 


Alias 7 A CK S O NH, 


Born at Regar near Rathfarnham in the County of 
DUBLIN: 


Wherein is contained ; an Account of his Parentage 
and Education ; his being put Apprentice to a Paper-Maker at 
Glaſſnevin; his Elopement from his Maſter, and going to Sea; 
his Return to Jreland, and enliſting in his Majeſty's Service 
his Deſertion, and joining the Rebel Army at Carliſle; his Ad- 
vancement there, and the Part he ated therein, till the Des» 
feat thereof at Culloden-Mure; his Eſcape to France; the Ad- 
ventures he met with till he took to the Highway ; the many 
Robberies he committed in and about London; with a brief Ac- 
count of his vicious Life till he committed the Robbery at Bri- 
/tol, for which he was condemned and executed there on Friday, 
April 24, 1752. Together with Religious and moral Reflec- 
tions upon the moſt remarkable Paſſages of his Life, and an Ac- 
count of his Converſion, the Sunday before his Trial : The whole 
delivered by him to the Sheriff at the Place of Execution, and 
publiſhed at his own Requeſt. ; 


Conſuefacio inſpicere, tanquam in 2 in Vitas omnium, jubeo at- 
que ex aliis ſumere exemplum ſibi; hoc facito, & hoc fugito; hoc 


laudi eft, hoc witio datur. | TER. Adelph. 
And Ixsus ſaid unto him, Verily I ſay unto thee, This Day ſhalt thou 
be with Me in Paradiſe. Luk xxiii. 4 
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DUB LI VN. 
Printed for ELIZABETH GoLbinG, in High-Street , 
and James EsDaLli, on Cork-Hill, 1752. 
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Vis Jola, $ M OOney, 


J. H EN the Hand of Juſtice has over- 
* 17 taken any one, whoſe Cri mes have 
made him notorious, Curioſity leads 
the World to enquire, What he has to ſay Is hints 
If; and' ſeeing it too commonly happens * mas 
y Things are reported of ſuch an One, that are 
utterly falſe, many matters of Fact rhiſrepreſerited; 
and Truth fo blended with Falſhood, that it is 
maſt impoſſible but the Publick ſhould be in ſome 
Meaſurè impoſed upon, I thought it neceſſary to 
give 4 particular Account of Myſelf : And this 1 
o, not only to obviate the Ineonveniencies before- 
mentioned, nor merely to ſatisfy the curious Part 
of Manki nd, who would perhaps be content with 
a dry Narration of bare Matters of Fact, but alſo 
to ſtir up a all Men to repent, and believe in Jeſus 
Gmc to ſhew that T readily own the Juſtice of the 
ntence paſſed upon me, according to the Laws of 
y Country ; and Tale, above all, tö magnify the 
Wide Juctee, and Mercy of Almighty 
who in his own due Time has made a notorious "Of. 
fender ein himſelf, againſt his King and Coun- 
Fry, a public Example to the World, and at the 
ame time a happy Monument of his atnazing Love 
and Free Grace to the worſt of Sinners. 
* 2: Heretofore I have taken a Pride in wickedly 
boaſting of the Errors, Follies and Crimes of my p 
A 2 ife, 
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Life, glorying in my Shame without any Remorſe ; 


but now deeply humbled before Gop for my num- 
berleſs- Sins againſt hun, I recount ſuch of them as 
will give the Worldi{gme little Notion of the vicious 
Life LHave led; (for to conceive it is impoſſible) 
and ſet forth the rich Grace of Gop, who hath 
vouchſafed to ſhew Mercy on ſo vile a Wretch, and 
to give me Repentanee unto eternal Life. To my 
own Shame, and the Glory of Gov; ho has ac- 
cepted me in ChRIsTH JEsUs, the Son of his Love, 
notwithſtanding my manifold Provocations I de- 
clare, Phat I believe, hardly ever an unhappy 
thoughtleſs Man in fourſcore Years has ſo heaped 
Sin upon Sin, as I have done in thirty. The various 
Scenes of Life that I have gone through ; the many 
ſignal Deliverances heretofore unnoticed; that I have 
experienced; the many notorious Villainies that 
have committed-; and the wonderful. Goodneſs and 
Mercy of God, to me, at the /aft, I here lay before 
the Reader in the following Pages. 3 
3. Whatever, other Names I have at any other 
Times taken upon myſelf, I here own, That my 


real Name is Nicholas Mooney, My Father, John 


Mooney, who kept a large Cow-Farm, and was be- 


ſides a Maſter- Gardener, hv'd in good Credit at 


Regar near Rathfarnham, within two Miles of Dub- 
lin, in the Kingdom of Vreland, where I was born, 
Fuly 10,1421. My Father was of the Roman Ca- 
tholic Profeſſion ; and in the Principles of that Church 
1 was brought up: but my Religion conſiſted only 
in Principle; for as to the Pra#ice of the Chriſtian 
Life, it was far from me. I knew nothing of ex- 
perimental Religion, nor conſidered, that Chriſtiani- 
ty implied ſomething more than being born within 
the Pale of the Church, and emFracing a crude and 
confuſed Set of Notions, and performing a few ex- 
ternal Duties, Oh! the Riches of the Goodneſs of 
Gop in Chriſt Jeſus, whit 
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form the Jud many and inſtruct the Heart of one 
ſo ignorant is Truth, and undeſerving of the 
aſt of his 8 x: 

1 lived at Home with thy Father, till I was 
cs fifteen Years of Age: In the mean time I was 
put to School, and had. the Benefit of a tolerable E- 
ducation. About ſixteen I was put Apprentice to 
one Andrew: Mucklerath, a Paper-maker at Glaſſne- 
vin, one. Mile from Veblen. - While I was here, I 
ſometimes went to Church ; for 1 had taken a Diſ- 
like to; the Roman Catholic Profeſſion, and now, 
Glory be to God, I have utterly renounced it, and 
—_— the Proteſtant Faith, and in. that Faith 
hope to. die, thro” the Aſſiſtance of Divine. Grace, 
a living. Member of that Part of Chriſt's myſtical 
Body, called, The Church. of England. Once at 
Church I felt the Motions of Gob's Spirit upon my 
Soul, and began to have ſome little Concern for the 
Things of another Life; but they ſoon vaniſh'd a- 
way, and I ſtill continued Dead in the Midſt of Life. 
After I had ſerved near a Year of my Time, a Quar- 
rel happened between me and one William Reney, a 
Journeyman that work d for my Maſter, whom | 
almoſt kill'd by giving him a violent Blow on the 
Head with a Stone. This brought upon me the 
Diſlike of my Maſter and Miſtreſs, which 1 eaſily 
ſaw, and was impatient to bear , whereupon | 
pack d up my Clothes, together with a Prayer-book 
that belong'd to my Maſter's Daughter; The hole 
Duty of Man, and a Pair of Stockings that were my 
Maſter's, and ran away by Night to Drogheda, 
which was about twenty Miles off; where I was 
known and a by an Acquaintance of my 
Father's. How truly is it ſaid, * What is ragingly 
and raſhly begun, challenges Shame before it is 
done ?* for this raſh and inconſiderate Action was 
the firſt Step to my Ruin? This pav*d the Way for 
all the after Extravagancies of my Liſe. 
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5. The Fear of being apprehended by my Maſter 


prevented my ſtaying long at — . * I there- 
fore (old my Working clothes, _—_— oks I had 
purloin'd, and then em barked for Liverpool in Lan- 
caſbire. After we were put FE ſea, (as if the Al- 
mighty had been diſpleas d that another felf-will'd 
Jonab vas flying from his Preſence) a violent Storm 
aroſe, which detain'd us at Sea ſome Days, conti- 
nually toſs d up and down, expecting every Mo- 
ment to be caft away. The Ship was ftjpp'd 1 
her Mafts and Rigging, and all wert carried ff. 
The ſwelling of the Sea was ſo great the Sailors 
were obliged to tie themſelves with Ropes to the 
Ship, to prevent their being waſh'd overhqard. Be- 
ing driven near to the Je of Man, there was the 
utmoſt Danger of being loft off Douglaſs-bay, One 
ſignal Inſtatice of Providence, though' it does nof 
concern me, I will relate. A Boy WhO came 
with ſome Liquor, to give the Sailors, to refre 
them, was wafh'd overboard, and afterwards thrown 
on board again, and eſcap'd with Life. On the 
fifth Day, the Tempeft abated: —We then took in 
a Pilot from Doyglas, who, carried ns ſafe jn our 
ſhatter'd Veſſel into that Harbour. Thus by the 

ood Providence of Gap, we eſcap'd': But at the 

me time, another Ship was loſt, and all the Crew, 
with ten or twelve Paſſengers, periſh'd. In very deed 
Thoſe that go down to the Sea in Ships, and occupy their 
_ Buſineſs in great Waters, theſe Men ſee the Works of 
the Loxn, and his Wonders in the Deep. Oh! what 
Reaſon have I to bleſs Gop for my Preſervation, 
who though preſerv'd it may be for a worſe Fate, 
meet it at a Better Time: For had I then fell a 
Victim to the raging Sea, when the Almighty lifted 
up the Waves thereof, my Sins had ſunk me lower 
than the Bottom of the great Deep, even to the ne- 
ihermoſt Hell. | 4 
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6. J not being ready to go with the Ship, it ſail. 
ed without me, and I was left in Douglaſs, where 
ſtay'd three Weeks, and then went to Caſtle-Town, 
to get a Paſs from the Duke of Athol, who is King 
in Man : No one there being ſuffered to leave the 
Iſland without ſuch a Certificate, leſt any one ſhould 
go off without paying their Debts. Having obtain- 
ed a Paſs, I embark'd in another Ship ahd had a 
fair Paſlage to Liverpool. From thence I proceed- 
ed to London, and work'd in King-treet Road as a 
Gardener ; (having learned pr pan of that Buſi- 
neſs of my Father.) Being of an unſettled Diſpoſi- 
tion, I did not continue Jong in this Situation: 
And as about this Time the Spaniſh War com- 
menced, I went and offered to ſhip myſelf on board 
a Man of War, but the Officer refuſed to enter me, 
being a Land-man : however, they impreſs'd me, 
put me on board the Tender, and ſent me round 
to Spithead, where I was put on board the Pear! 
Man of War, of forty Guns, and entered by the 
Name of Nicholas Davis, My Reaſon for altering 
my Name now, as well as at ſeveral other Times, 
was to prevent a Diſcovery, if any Thing extraor- 
dinary ſhould happen to me. What does the :/- 
dom of the Serpent avail, without the Harmleſſneſs of 
the Dove. From the Paarl I was turn'd over to the 
Bur ford, a ſeventy Gun Ship; and from thence to 
the Elizabeth of bo Guns; from whence I ſoon af- 
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7 An Adyertiſement was at this Time, publiſh'd, 
That every Man whq had been impreffed, and diſ- 
charged within fix Months Time, fhould have ſix 
Months Pay. Upon this I went to London; but 
when | carne there found; that inſtead of fix Months 
Pay, 1 could have only two, and whgever was not 
content, with that, Was to go to the MWeſt- Indies with 
Admiral Jer nen. After. ſome Conſideration, 1 came 
to a Relohition to take my two Mentiß Pay which 

lh amounted 


* (8) 
amounted to thirty-five Shillings. I then determin- 
ed to return to Ireland, and accordingly ſet out for 
Liverpool, and from thence ſet fail for Dublin. 

8. When I came to Dublin, I bought my ſelf 
ſome Cloaths, and being genteelly apparelled, went 
home to my Parents. My Father, that I might 
have my Liberty and be under no Apprehenſions 
from my Mafter, from whom I had abſconded, 
bought out the Remainder of my Apprenticeſhip. 
I then went and wrought as a Journeyman Paper- 
maker about half a Year ; after which I removed 
to Tallagh, about four Miles from Dublin, where 
I work'd with the Archbiſhop of Dublin's Gardener, 
who kept a Publick-Houſe. After a ſhort ſtay 
there, I returned to Dublin, where I was enliſted by 
Colonel Brigard into Nevill's Regiment called, The 
Greens. As I belonged to Major Portow's Troop, 
which then lay at Maryborough in the Queen's Coun- 
ty, I was obliged to go thither. There 1 married 
a Wife of the Roman Catholic Perſuaſion, and was 
diſcharged for ſo doing. I then enliſted myſelf a- 
gain into Lord Tyrawley's Regiment ; but the News 
having reached my Officer's Ear that I had married 
a Roman Catholic, I was diſcharged from his Ma- 
jeſty's Service a ſecond Time. Upon this, with my 
Wife, I went to Dublin, whither my Father was then 
removed, and lived ſome time along with him. My 
Wife proving falſe to my Bed, and having contract- 
ed a bad Diſtemper, I determined to cohabit with 
her no longer. I then hired myſelf as a covenant 
Servant to Mr. Simpſon, who kept a large Sugar- 
Houſe in Cole's-Lane, Dublin, as his Gardener, and 
ſometimes work'd in the Sugar-Houſe. Here it was 
that I firſt got an Inſight into the Art of Sugar-bak- 
ing. After a Stay of about three Quarters of a Year 
here, I was diſcharged from my Service for ſtaying 
out all Night at a Houſe of ill- fame. A gentle Stroke 
from the Hand of Gop, which might have been a 

ſufficient 
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ſufficient warning to me to have avoided ſuch prac- 
tices for the future; but my cars were not then 
opened, to Hear the voice of the Rod and Him that 
appointed it. Beware whoever thou art that rea- 
deſt theſe lines, beware of Nightly Revellings. 
However you may vainly think the ſecrecy of the 
ſeaſon a ſcreen for your actions, that will not bear 
the light, be aſſured, that thoꝰ you ſhould eſca 
undiſcovered in this world, yet Gop, whoſe all- 
piercing eye ſees all things, will at the laſt bring 
every ſecret thing to Fudgment. 

9. Being diſcharg'd from Mr. Simpſon's I work'd 
at azother ſugar-houſe in Dublin a little while, but 
neither here could I be content ; hurried on by the 
reſtleſsneſs of my ſpirit and the precipitancy of my 
own will, I enliſted into Gen. Ligonier's regiment 
of horſe by the name of Nicholas Moon. When 
the recruits had orders to embark for England, in 
order to proceed for Flanders, my father, knowing 
the general wicked lives of the ſoldiery, and ſolli- 
citous for my welfare, came to me and made me 
marry promiſes if I would not go. His tears and 
entreaties would have mov'd any heart but mine, 
and that was then ſteel'd againſt all he could ſay 
or do; though within theſe few Days I have felt 
every endearing word, every kind tear, and tender 

arting look, as ſo many daggers to my ſoul.------ 
owever, ſo intent was I upon going, that Lwould 
not even ſtay to drink with him, but left him, my 
mother, acquaintance, country, all that is dear to 


nature, and immediately took ſhip, and landed 


ſafe at Park-Gate near Cheſter, and from thence 
proceeded to Graveſend.----Children, obey your pa- 
rents, in the Lok p, for this is right. Diſobedience 
to their prudent and godly admonition the jealous, 
Gop will ſurely viſit. How exactly is that word 
verified in me, The eye that mocketh his father, and 
deſpiſerh to hear the * of his mother, the rav ens 
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[ 10 ] 
of the walley ſhall pick it out, and the young eagles 
ſhall eat it. 

10. At Graveſend I again took ſhip, and diſ- 
embark'd at Oſtend in Flanders and _— to 


the camp at Berlingham. From hence being or- 
der*d to Bruges, we were intercepted in our march 
by a party of the French who lay in ambuſh in a 
neighbouring wood, where they had planted ſome 
pieces of cannon in order to cut us off, Upon this 
we were obliged to retire on the other ſide of the 
river Scheld, and being efcorted by a party from 
the camp at Beriinghain, we got ſafe back thither, 
The lying in camp did rot well agree with me, 
and 1 had thereby contracted a flight illneſs; fo 
after J had continued here in his Majeſty's ſervice 
about half a year, I reſolv'd upon a ſtratagem to 
get myſelf diſcharged, which was pretending deaf- 
neſs, and it ſucceeded according to my wiſh: J 
was diſcharged as unfit for the ſervice, received the 
King's bounty money, which was 21 s. and a pats 

to return to England. Oh! the wickedneſs of m 
heart, that I ſhould dare even to bely my Gov, 
in order to deceive man and compaſs my own de- 
ſigns. Being thus diſcharg*d, I went to Holland 
and bought ze, and began to follow the unlawful 
practice of ſmugroling, hereby defrauding the king 

of his duty, and injuring the fair trader. Havin 
made my purchaſe, I embark'd for England; bur 
when I came :thore, my tea was feiz'd, tho? not 
by an authoriz*d othcer, which however I bought 
again, and with it went to London, where I fold it. 
11. After ſome tune | took to work again, and 
wrought at Vr. Nelfon's, 1 ſugar-baker near Thames- 
{treet, London. I had been here but a ſhort time 
before I was diſcharg'd on ſuſpicion that J was car- 
rying on a criminal inttigue with a ſervant maid 
in the family; but I ſoon after got a Place at Mr. 
Shocmaker's, a ſugar-baker in Lemon-ſtreet, where 
| con- 
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continued ſome time. From thence I went to 
Mr. Cooper's in Oild-fſh-ſtreet, where I made 
love to my maſter's ſiſter, which coming to his 
ear, he diſcharged me from his ſervice, before I 
had beer there quite a year. My mind was then 
bent upon roving again, and I went and inliſted. 
into Capt. Cunnngham's company, in the Train 
of Artillery, at Greenwich, by the name of Nich. 
Aon. From thence I went for Scotland, this be- 
ing at the time the Rebellion hroke out there, in 
order to fight for my king ag ünſt his enemies; 
tao? afterwards I joinèd the Rebel party, which 1 
at firſt went out to oppoſe. The occaſion was this: 
A waggon that carried the luggage breaking down 
near Hexham in Northumberland, I ſtole from 
thence a little bundle of the officer's linen, which 
was tied up in a handkerchief, Being diſcover'd, 
I was ſecur'd and a guard put over me; bur find- 
ing means to make my eſcape, and knowing no 
place of ſafety for me, I was eaſily induced to join 
the Rebels at Carliſle, taking upon me the name 
of John Jones: for before this I (and not only I) 
had an inclination to go over to the Pretender, 
having heard there was preferment to be had under 
him. How cafily does a raſh head, an ambi- 
tious deſire, and a corrupt conſcience, ſpurred on 
by ill counſel, make a Rebel ! The Rebels hav- 
ing made themſelves maſters of Carliſle, leit J. 
Hamilton (afterwards executed for his treafon) 
governour there, with about 300 Rebels. I took 
horte, and leaving Carliſle, went with about 30 
Rebels more, to Penrith, where we thought to 
have quarter'd; and in order to ſtrike a terror in- 
to the people and force them to admit us, we 
pretended we had ooo more of our party at hand, 
and went to draw billets for them. This fetch 
however had no effect upon the townſinen for 
not believing us, they attempted to apprehend us, 

B 2 whereupon 
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[ 12 ] 


whereupon we fled with a guide to Lord Lonſ- 
dale's of Lowther-hall, which was about four miles 
off. We had not been here much above two hours 
before Lord Lonſdale's ſervant raiſed the inhabi- 
tants of Penrith upon us, who came and ſurround- 


ed the houſe. Here I was e. commander 


over a guard of ten men, under Charly Boyd, ſo 
called, ſon to the unfortunate Earl of Kilmarnock. 
turned out the guard, who were received by the 
Penrith men with a ſmart fire. Some of them 
were killed, and I myſelf was wounded in the face 
with ſmall ſhot, the marks whereof are ſtill viſible. 
Oh! the riches of the goodneſs of Gop, who did 
not ſuffer me to fall here in rebelhon againſt my 
King, and conſequently againſt my Gop, ſeeing 
the powers that be are ordained of Gop. 

12. Having made my eſcape over a wall, I ſet 
out for Leek in Staffordſhire, where the Pretender 
then was. I was taken up ſeveral times in my 
way by the King's men, but upon examination I 
always denied my being of the rebel-party, and 
pretended that they had wounded me, and taken 
my horſe from me, and that J was going after it, 


In my way to Leek, I regeived a letter from J. Ha- 


milton, for Mr. Murray the Pretender's ſecretary, 
which I buried under ſome dirt, leſt the loyal par- 
ty ſhould take me, and ſuch a letter being found 
about me ſhould endanger my life, more eſpecial- 
ly if it ſhould be known that I had deſerted the 

King's army. 5 
13 Ambition had bewitched me, and the ex- 
pec tation of great preferment under the Pretender 
made me willing to venture upon any enterprize, 
though ever ſo deſperate. What certain de- 
ſtruction awaits that man that aims at the gentle- 
man without his fortune ! Here'was another mo- 
tive that puſhed me on to my ruin. Let every one 
be adviſed never to affect either dreſs or company 
| Pe above 
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[ 13 ] 

above his ſtation, but to be content to be thought 
what he really is: For mzch better it is to be of an 
humble ſpirit, than to divide the ſpoil with the proud. 
When I came to the Pretender at Leek, inſtead 
of being preferred, as I had no letters of recom- 
mendation, I was ſecured as "py; for I was known 
by ſome of them there to have been in the Engliſh 
army. From Leek I was taken with the rebels 
to Darby, where a council of war was held, and it 
was reſolved to retire to Lord Lonſdale's. Here 
we had another ſkirmiſh, and took the Duke of 
Cumberland's running footman prifoner. From 
thence we went to Carliſle, I being ſtill a priſoner, 
where I was releaſed at the inſtance of Hamilton, 
and was received into favour; and the Pretender 
ordered me ten guineas. All this while I paſſed 
for a Yorkthire man. \ 
14. The Pretender was now ready to march for 
Scotland; and I being aſked whether I would con- 
tinue with my countrymen at Carliſle, or go with 
him? I, believing the garriſon not ſufficient to 
keep the place, choſe the latter; ſaying; There was 
more likelihood of preferment in being with him, 
than at Carliſle. Accordingly I went to Dumfries, 
and, in my way, took a horſe out of a field to ride 
on; for nothing eſcaped our rapacions hands that 
we had a mind for. From thence we bent our 
courſe towards Hamilton. I then went in company 
with Capt. Maclaughlin and Mr. Saunders, and 
dered a houſe. Among other things, we took 
om thence a white horſe and ſome fire- arms, and 


marched on to Glaſgow. Here I entered into Lord 


Balmerino's troop of life- guards, and bought my- 
ſelf a uniform, From Glaſgow we marched to 
Aberdeen; where I went to a clergyman's houſe, 
on the other ſide of the water, he being deemed 
a diſaffected perſon, and took a horſe from him, 
and afterwards went to Bamff, where I hired a ſer- 

vant 
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vant to wait on me, and mounted him on the cler- 


gyman's horſe, and proceeded for Inverneſs. 


When I came there, Lord Balmerino put me pri- 
ſoner, for having ſtaid behind my party. Being 
releaſed, I went into Col. J. Roy-Stuart”s regiment, 
where I ſerved as a Cadet. Preferment was the 
ſam of all my withes, and this I purſued by all 
means, right or wrong. At length I obtained whar 
I ſo earneſtly ſought after; for having enlifted ſome 
Men for the Pretender's ſervice, I was appointed 
captain over them. I might obſerve here, that we 
had no commiſſion for our offices, but held them 
only by bare nomination and appointment, and 
that a captain's pay was no more than 25. 6d. per 
day. Poor pay for ſuch bad work ! 

15. Being thus preferred, I went with Major 
Glaſgow to Keith, having about a hundred men 
under our command, to . the Campbell's clan 
and the Duke of Kingſton's light horſe. The 
guard-houſe here was the church. It was about 12 
o' clock at night when we arrived, the moon ſhin- 
ing very bright. We advanced and ſurprized the 
guards, who PR for defence, but we over- 


powered them after a ſhort ſkirmiſh. One diſho- 


nourable action (but who can expect honour in a 
rebel!) as well as inſtance of cruelty in me, I will 
not omit: Having fired at one man and miſſed him, 
he held up his hand for quarter, but I ſhould never- 
theleſs have taken his head from his body, had not 
an officer prevented me, and interceded with me 
to give him quarter. Here were ſome killed and 


wounded on both ſides; all the reſt we took pri- 


ſoners. Ihen taking one of the Duke of King- 
ſton's horſes out of the ſtable, I rode thereon, and 
conducted the priſoners to our general rendezvous 
at Spey-fide, where we had made ſome barracks of 
deal-boards. 


16. Being 
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16. Being purſued by the Engliſh army, we were 
obliged to leave Spey-ſide, and march to Inverneſs, 
near which place, on the 16th of April, 1746. hap- 
pened the deciſive battle at Culloden- moor; a battle 
that reſtored peace and tranquillity to the nation 
by the entire and happy defeat of the Pretendes's 
Nees: I ſay, a happy defeat; for had that aſpiring 
Adventurer ſucceeded in his bold attempt, what 
muſt have been the conſequence but gibbets, fires, 
racks and tortures, for every loyal ſubject and true 

roteſtant that would not forſake their King, their 
Neligion and Liberty, or their Country. The fa- 
vourers of the rebellion mutt have been rewarded ; 
many principal actors therein, that were wholly de- 
pendent, muſt have been well provided for, beſide 
the large demands of France, which muſt have 
been anſwered : And with what, but the eſtates and 
fortunes of every ſteady adherent to their Sove- 
reign ? And what calamities beſide lay hid in the 
womb of ſuch a fate, Gop only knows, and I pray 
Gop theſe nations may never experience. 

17. In this battle I was a captain in the front- 
line of Col. John Roy-Stuart's regiment of Scots. 
Let me not here forget the ſignal hand of provi- 
dence over me, when my life was in ſuch immi- 
nent danger. In the heat of the engagement many 
were cut off on every ſide, and an officer who ſtood 
next me on my left-hand had his leg ſhot off: 
And when I was obliged to take to flight, ſeeing 
at a diſtance two officers, whom I imagined to be 
Frenchmen belonging to Fitz-James's horſe, I 
went up to them, and found it to be an Englith 
officer, who had taken one of Fitz-James's offi- 
cers prifoner. The Engliſh officer having a blun- 
derbuſs in his hand, immediately demanded my 
arms, which I ſurrendered, being a Highland 
broad-ſword and a piſtol, My fuſil I had thrown 
away in my flight. I then took to my heels, being 

determuned 
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determined to die in flight rather than be taken 
priſoner. He called to me to ſurrender, and told 
me he would uſe me like a gentleman ; but I held 
on my courſe ; whereupon he ſnapped his blun- 
derbuſs at me, but miſs'd me, and I made my 
eſcape to Inverneſs. Out of the jaws of imminent 
death have I been thus delivered and hitherto 
preſerved, that I might ſee the goodneſs of the Lok D 
in the land of the living, and experience his loving 
kindneſs before I go hence and be no more ſeen. 
Oh ! who can expreſs the noble acts of the Lo RD, or 
ſhew forth all his praiſe ? | 

18. From Inverneſs I made on to Fort-William, 
and throwing oft my plaid, 1 diſguiſed my felf in 
a mean habit, and proceeded towards England. 
In my way I met pf a drover, who was driving 
cattle to London : I joined myſelf to him, and com- 

laining that I was a poor man, he took me to 
help him to drive his cattle, which I did as far as 
Carliſle. Being recommended here by the drover 
to juſtice Gilpin, I obtained a paſs, that I mighr 
travel unmoleſted. I then went off to York road, 
and about fourteen miles from York 1 perſonated 
a doctor, and took up my quarters at a noted 
inn: But, on account of my dreſs, I was ſuſ- 
pected for a counterfeit, and was therefore, not- 
withſtanding the character I had aſſumed, and all 
I could fay to excuſe my habit, taken priſoner, and 
confined 1n an empty houſe alone; but in the night, 
by means of an iron pin I found in the wall, I 
pulled up the floor under the door, and got me 
out; and with many weary ſteps, and thro” many 
difficulties, eſcaped ſafe to London. 

I9. As ſoon as I came to London I went to 
Newgate, to ſee Capt. Hamilton, who was now a 
priſoner there. From him I received inſtructions 
to go to the Hague, in order to get a paſs to France. 
Leaving London, 1 went and took ſhip far Hague; 


but 
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but when I came there, notwithſtanding my in- 
ſtruction, and a note I had received from Capt. 
Hamilton, I could obtain no paſs ; wherefore I ſet 
out for France without it, and got ſaſe to Paris. 
Here I met with certain of the rebel ofhcers, and 
one of them gave me a ſuit of laced c:oaths, and I 
had between two and three hundred livres paid 
me out of the bank. I was then introduced to 
the Duke of Perth, who promiſed me that I ſhould 
be a firſt lieutenant of grenadiers, and according 
to cuſtom complimented me, as they terin 1t, with 
a laced hat. With him I went to St. Qmers, wiere 
his regiment lay. He toid me there were ſeveral 
gentlemen expected ſoon from Scotland, and when 
they arrived we ſhould receive our commiſſions all 
together, and till then I was to ſerve as a cadet, 
While I was waiting here, it happened that I was. 
playing at billiards with Capt. Mackenzie : Both 
of us were drunk; and upon my mentioning his 
keeping company with a married woman, a quar- 
rel enſued between us; whereupon he drew his 
Highland ſword, and gave me therewith a terrible 
wound in my head, the mark whereof 1 bear to 
this day, and giving me a ſecond blow, he cut off 
the fourth finger of my left-hand, which fell to 
the. ground. Notwithſtanding this provocation, 
and my own natural undaunted and furious tem- 
Per, I had not power now even to draw my ſword, 
ut was juſt like one bereaved of thought. How 
ſoon can Gop ſtrip a man of all his boaſted cou- 
rage, and make the man that would dare Goliah 
fall before a ſtripling ? A French officer interpoſing, 
prevented any or miſchief. For this quarrel 
we were both diſgraced ; and I was carried to the 
hoſpital to be cured of my wounds. In my illneſs 
here, a prieſt came to me to adminiſter the ſacra- 
ment, which he did. When he urged me to con- 
| telhon, 
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feſſion, I made ſo little diſcovery of my paſt life to 
him, that no doubt he took me for a very good 
Chriſtian, (Gop be merciful to me) at the ſame 
time I was the chief of ſinners. 

20. Being recovered of my wounds, I went to 
Paris again, where the Pretender then was, and was 
ordered more money, which was paid me at three 
payments. I believe what I received in the whole 
amounted to eight or ten, or it might be tweive 
hundred livres. He offered me likewiſe a leute- 


nancy in Ogtlvy's regiment, but I refuſed it, hav- 


ing been adviſed to go to Spain, where there lay 
open a ſurer way to great preferient. Accord- 
ingly I ſet out for Spain, with letters of recom- 
mendation in my pocket from the  Pretender's 
brother Henry, whom they called, The Duke of 
Vork, to Col. Macdonald, with one Mr. Cronyn, 
a relation to Major Gen, Cronyn in Barcelona, and 
an old companion of mine, whom I recommended 
to the Pretender's court at Paris. In our way to 
Spain we went to Montpelier, where we called on 
the young Duke of Berwick and Lieut. General 
Wall, who gave us ſeven quadruples, and alſo fur- 
ther letters of recommendation to Col. Macdonald, 
with a requeſt that he wou'd prefer us both, as ſoon 
as poſſible. We then ſet out for Barcelona, where 
the Colonels regiment lay. At our arrival here 
the Colonel received us kindly, and we ſerved as 
Cadets under him, and kept, what the world calls, 
the beſt company in the place. 

21. Who would truſt a wicked companion? 
He is ever treacherous, and for a flight offence, or 
when it Will ſerve his own purpoſe, is ready to 
give up the credit, yea even the /fe of his friend, 
when-1t is in his power. The Spirit of Gop alone 
is the laſting cement of faithful hearts.— I had 
here the promiſe of the firit preferment. This 
highly diſpleaſed my companion; and in order to 

make 
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make his way over my head, notwithſtanding | 
was the perſon who had thus far brought him in 
the way to advancement, he naliciouſiy accuſed 
me of ſtealing the officer's linen at Hexham in 
England; and I as revengefully and falfly accuſed 
him again of endeavouring to perſuade me to rob 
on the highway : ſo we were both believed, and 
both diſgraced, and left in a ftrange country to 
ſhift for ourſelves. —Behold the fate of a Rebel! 
to what ſhifts, to what dangers, to what extremi- 
ties and diſtreſſes at beſt, is he expoſed! And con- 
ſider deeply of it, all ye that It up your hands 
againſt the Lok D's Anointed, and have holpen to 
bring waſting, deſtruction and bloodſhed into the 
bowels of your country ; repent ye of your crimes 
ſpeedily, leſt the judgment of Gop fall upon your 
rebellious heads, as it has upon mine, as well as 
many others. Many have conſpired ſecretly, and 
acted vigorouſly, but few ſuch are there, who have 
not ended their lives wretchedly. What wonder? 
He that is a traitor to his Prince, whom Gop 
has ſet over him, is perjur'd to Gop, and a rebel 
againſt the Moſt High; and the blood of every 
on: that falls by his hands in a rebellious caule, 
will ſurely be n his head. An idle opinion, 
or a mis-informed conſcience at beſt, is all that 
can be urged to excuſe Rebellion againſt the Prince 
whom Goo hath placed on the Throne (for it 1s 
by Him Kings reign).-------But what mere grimace 
is it, to make it a point of conſcience to ſugmit to 
the powers that are ordained of Go, and at the 
ſame time to live in open violation of all laws. hu- 
man and divine, which, it is too well known, was 
the caſe of the greater part of us, the diſturbers of 
our country's peace. ; 
22. You will eaſily imagine that all this while 
I gave myſelf up to all thoſe vices, for which the 


ſoldiery in general are fo notoriouſly infamous. 
C 2 But 
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Bur notwithſtanding the wicked and impious life 
I led, the Spirit of Gop had not quite forſaken 
me. Though I had grieved him tunes without 
number, he did not utterly depart from me, but 
oftentimes ſtrove with me. My conſcience was 
rouſed with the alarming voice of Gop, and I 
heard the accuſer in my own breaſt. 'This ſome- 
times made me think of breaking off my evil 
courſe of life, and I would ſet about a reforma- 
tion. Divers times did I in a formal manner re- 
pent, and fin and repent, and fin again : And 
when 1 have happened in company where ſober, 
religious people have been diſcourſing, I made 
vows and reſolutions of a new life, and afterwards 
wrote them down in a book that I might not for 
get them. But, alas! what are man's, frail man's, 
beſt reſolutions, when he does not look to Gop 
for his gracious aſſiſtance to keep them? After 
all this I grew worſe and worſe, and drank in 
iniquity like water, ruſhing headlong down the 
broad way to deſtruction, 'till I had fo far grieved 
the Spirit of Gop as to cauſe him to depart from 
we, and to give me up wholly to my own heart's 
luſt, What mercy was it that ever he vouch- 
ſafed to give me another call. Oh! let every foul 
beware how they quench the convictions of Gov's 
Spirit in their own breaſt! Gop hath ſaid, My 
Spirit ſhall not always flrive with man. Hear that 
word, and be warned. 

23. Upon my diſgrace I went to Sallo, and 
embarked in a Dutch ſhip bound for England, and 
was impreſs'd on board the Grand Turk, a 20 gun 
ſhip, and carried into Pl:mouth-ſound. It bein 
underſtood that I had ſome ſkill in military affairs, 
I had tne office of Maſter of Arms, which I was 
Fla enough of, not merely for the ſake of the of- 

ce, but becauſe I thought it would give me an 
opportunity of getting away the eaſier. Going 
5 | | aſhore 
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aſhore to Plimouth, in order to take up ſome 
men that had run away, I ran away myſelf, and 
was glad I could make my eſcape, without re- 
ceiving any pay. I then purſued my way to Exe- 
ter, where I got acquainted with a ſhop-keeper”s 
daughter, to whom I pretended love, and having 
ingratiated myſelf into her favour, I borrowed 
money of her, and then ſet out in order to go to 
London. But firſt I ſwore I would return and 
marry her. My manner of ſwearing here, as well 
as at all other times, where I never intended what 
I ſwore to, or knew it to be falſe, was, to ſwear 
on ſome trifling book, or if the Scriptures were 
offered me by a magiſtrate, to kiſs my thumb only 
inſtead of the book: This was a knack the devil 
put into my head, and an oath taken this way 1 
thought was not ſacred. How ſtrange was it that 
I ſhould ſcruple to take a falſe oath, though at 
the ſame time I knew I was impoſing a lie upon 
N which would do equally as much miſ- 
chief. 

24. In my way to London, I met with an ho- 
neſt, ſober, virtuous young woman, whoſe father 
was a farmer of good circumſtances, in Wiltſhire: 
I caſt my vulture's eye upon her, as the deſtined 
prey to my unbounded luſt and avarice. I attired 
myſelf in a very gay manner, and in the appear- 
ance of a gentleman made my addreſſes to her, 
making her believe I was a man of fortune, and 
by this and other deviliſh artifices I gained her 
conſent to be married. We went together to 
London, where I took her to the Fleet and mar- 
ried her. I had one child by her, which dying 
unbaptized, though I was ſuch an abandoned 
wretch, gave me no little concern. How cautious 
ought every young woman to be what company 
the goes into, efpecially with whom ſhe contracts 
a familiarity. Friends ſhould be uſed like gold, 

proved 
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roved to be ſterling before they are received. 
What calamities have young people brought upon 
their friends, what miſery and diſtreſs upon them- 
ſelves, by giving too ealy credit to appearances, 
And Jet the advice of a dying man prevail with 
all men never to attempt the chaſtity of any wo- 
man, and enforce St. Paul's advice, Flee youthful 
luſts, which war againſt the ſoul : For Juſt is a 
pleaſure bought with pain, a delight hatch'd with 
diſquiet, a ſatisfafion full of fear, and a fin finiſh- 

ed with ſorrow. | 
25. After I had ſpent what money I had with 
this wife, I applied myſelf to work at gardening 
again; but my income not being ſufficient to ſup- 
port my extravagances, I took to coining of half. 
crowns and ſhillings, in moulds of my own ma- 
king, and cheated the publick this way. Oh! 
my gracious Gop, how did 7 fall from one wicked- 
neſs to another, and came not into thy righteouſneſs ! 
I had not followed this practice long before I was 
overheard by ſome in the houſe as I was at work, 
who ſuſpected what I was doing, and threatened 
to inform againſt me, whereupon I threw away 
my moulds and left off coining. But my leaving 

off one vice was but to make way for another. 

2286. I now reſolved to take to the highway ; ac- 
cordingly I equipped myſelf with a brace of piſtols, 
and ſet out. The firſt I robbed was a gentleman 
going to Deptford. Then ] robbed a man and his 
wife at Hyde-park-corner: The woman's pocket 
I ſnatch*d from her fide. After this I got me two 
accomplices, and we committed a great many rob- 
beries in and about London, which it is too tedious 
and indeed paſt my ſcill to enumerate. But a- 
mong the many other, we ſet upon a gentle- 
man belonging to the Play-houſe, near a Watch- 
houſe in London. One kept the watchman in 


the houſe while the other two committed hg yob- 
| ery. 
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bery. The gentleman had his ſword drawn in his 
hand, with which he ſtabb'd me in the fide : how- 
ever, I got his ſword from him and made off with 
it. I took upon myſelf during this ſcene of my 
life, the name of The Black Knight, becauſe I never 
robb*d in the day-time; and by this name I went 
among my accomplices. i 
27. Soon after I was taken up for this robbe 
at my own lodgings on the back-part of Wild- 
ſtreet by the watch, and carried before a magi- 
{trate, who committed me to Clerkenwell Bride- 
well. As ſoon as I was apprehended I ſent word 
to my accomplices to make their eſcape ; and as 
ſoon as I found they had abſconded, in order to 
get myſelf off, I ſent word, that I would impeach 
my accomplices; which I accordingly did, and 
moreover made information againſt three innocent 
men, and after my manner ſwore againſt them ; 
two of whom were thereupon apprehended and 
committed ; one to Newgate, and the other to 
Clerkenwell-Bridewell ; but afterwards, no other 
evidence appearing againſt them but we, they were 
diſcharg'd by Juſtice Fielding. At the next Sef- 
ſions at the Old-Baily I was tried and condemn'd 
to die by my right name of Nicolas Mooney. But 
oh ! the hardneſs of my heart! how little did I 
think of Death and a future ſlate ! The name of 
Gop was never in my heart, but when it came 
out of my mouth in b/a/phemy. And fo far was I 
from making any preparation for another life, that 
kept ſinning on to that degree, as if I had meant 
to pull down damnation on my own head, before 
the day of vengeance was come. Oh! let me 
bluſh for ſhame before Gop and all the world, and 
let every one that has a ſpark of modeſty or hu- 
menity bluſh for me, that I had none. How ſhall 
I tell the horrid deed ! Be aſtoniſh'd all ye Powers 
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of Heaven and Earth at the unparallel d wicked- 
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neſs of ſo Harden d a wretch ; who tho* under ſen- 
tence of death, without any fear, or remorſe, com- 
mitted whoredom in the cell with a woman that 
was reſpited, and whoſe life was yet in ſuſpence, 
while a poor condemn'd criminal like ourſelves, 
lay dead beſide us. What pity it is that perſons 
of different ſexes are ſuffer'd to confort together 
when they are under confinement, who have need 
of every help to bring them to a true ſenſe of them- 
ſelves, and to be kept from every thing that 
has any ways a tendency to hinder it. And here 
let me warn every one to beware of the beginnings 
of /in, for who that once ſets out on a vicious 
courſe of life, is maſter enough of himſelf to ſay, 
Here will I ſtop ? 

28. My careleſsneſs at this time was in a great 
meaſure owing to the expectation I had of a re- 
prieve : Of this I ſeemed almoſt confident, my 
wife, who ſhew'd herſelf a true friend to me in 
the time of neceſſity, notwithſtanding my baſeneſs 
to her, in deceiving her as I did, (May the Lokp 
be her friend, if ſhe be yet living!) aſſuring me 
that I ſhould 2 die. I was reſpited ſeveral times. 
At laſt Juſtice Fielding's brother came to me a few 
days before the day of execution, and deſir'd me 
to tell him ingenuouſiy and truly, whether thoſe 


three men I had impeach'd were guilty ? I con- 


fidently affirmed they were; tho? I knew it to be 


falſe. I pray Gop make them amends for the 


wrong I did them, ſeeing I cannot.------ After this 
Mr. F------g became my friend, and thro? his and 
the favour of Sir J. L------r, and one of the K—g's 
meſſengers, a pardon was procur'd for me; tho?” 
before I had my reprieve, the drums were beating, 
and the guards and cart at the priſon- door to have 
me to execution ; which news being told me, gave 
me no concern at all: Not then becauſe I knew 
that death to me would be the pleaſing paſſage 
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to a life of endleſs happineſs, but becauſe of the 


fupidity of my conſcience, and my inſen/ibility of 


the miſerable ſtate I was in, and the dependence I 
had upon. the intereſt of my friends. How hard 
is the heart of a natural man, *till the Almigh- 
ty Gop has humbled and broken it by the 

ower of his convincing Spirit. And ſo doubly 
Fares was my heart become thro? the deceitful- 


neſs of fin, that had not God himſelf of his mere 
mercy in Chriſt Feſus, interpos'd, all the preaching 


and teaching in the world, the denunciation of all 
the terrible threatnings in the /aw of Gop, the 
promulgation of all the inviting promiſes of the 
goſpel, all that angels or men could have done or 
laid to me, would have been in vain. But neither 
did the goodneſs of Gop to me ſtop here, for with 
my life, I had my liberty granted me immediately, 
by means of two worthy gentlemen, who gave each 
gol. bail for my appearance at the next Seſſions 
Ungrateful wretch I, who made ſo bad a uſe of ſo 
great favours.------At the ſame time with me, one 
Glover a ſmugler, received a pardon alſo. 

29. When I had gotten my liberty, I waited on 
Gen. L----r, to return him thanks for his favour, 
who gave me a guinea. I then took to work a- 
gain at gardening, and had a very good place : but 
it happen'd, after I had been there ſome time, that 
being drinking in a publick houſe with my ma- 
{ter's brother, a quarrel broke out in the company 
between another man and I, and I, as 1 juſtly de- 
ſerved for being concern'd in the riot, was ſent to 
the New- Goal, Southwark, by the name of J. Jones. 
Here I, with ſome other priſoners, concluded to 
break the priſon, and that the keeper's dog might 
not bark and diſturb us in our attempt, we took 
care to deſtroy him by poiſon, and began our work, 

Tar when my 
friends 
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friends came to bail me out, the goaler detain'd me 
for attempting an eſcape : from hence I was car- 
ried to Guildford-goal, from whence after ſome 
time I was releas'd. 

30. During the time I was under confinement 
at Guildford, I contracted an acquaintance with 
two thoughtleſs, reſolute poor creatures, like myſelf ; 
for ſuch alone were fit companions for me : I could 
by no means bear any one that betrayed any de- 
gree of ſeriouſneſs or frar. With theſe I agreed 
that if we were acquitted, we would all take to 
the highway together ; and we did not fail of our 
word. Many. were the robberies we committed 
in and about London. I was at laſt wounded in 
attempting to rob a gentleman near the Halfway- 
houſe going to Kenſington. One of my accom- 

lices was taken, and afterwards hanged. Upon 
is impeachment (oh! what a rope of /and is the 
confederacy of the wicked!) my other compa- 
nion and I were forced to fly. I bent my courſe 

to the Weit, having firſt bought me a ver 

long Knife, either to defend myſeif, or ro 
withal, and got to Saliſbury diſguis'd in a ſailor's 
habit. There I got acquainted with one who was 
formerly a carpenter in the French ſervice. With 
him I ſet out for Exeter, and on the road aſk*d 
him to rob a gentleman, but he was afraid, and 
would not content. When we came to Exeter, 
he made information againſt me for adviſing him 
to rob, and moreover took his oath, that I was an 
outlawed ſmugler ; whereupon I was apprehended 
and committed to priſon. On my examination I 
ſwore, after my uſual manner, that my name was 
J. Fackfen, and that I was born at Preſcot in Lan- 

calhire, This is the only time that I ever got an 
advantage by changing my name; but now it ſtood 
nie inſtead, for by this means I got clear of the 
| charge 
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charge of outlawry, and was then alſo acquitted 
of the other indictment, and ſer at liberty. 

31. Being diſcharged, I went to Taunton in 
Somerſetſhire, diſguiſed as a ſailor, and got work 
at gardening, and at leiſure times painted pictures 
and ſold them; for I had likewiſe made ſome pro- 
ficiency in painting and drawing patterns for 
ne:Me-work. Here I aſſiſted in making a new 
garden for gent!ei..an, and by this means got ac- 

uainted with ſeveral noted gentlemen's gardeners, 
and by one of them was ræcommended to Efquire 
P.'s, of Farfield, near Stokeguſſey, where I ved - 
about three quarters of a year. My outward de- 
meanour here was ſach as gained me reſpect, and 
none ſuſpected what my former life had been, yer 
all the while my heart was ſtill going after its luſts. 
During my ſtay. here, I contracted an intimacy 
with a virtuous young woman that was my fellow 
ſervant ; and (let me here aſk pardon of Gop and 
her, which I do from the ground of my heart) 1 
enſnared her affections, and debauched her. After 
I had lived in fin with her ſome time, I began to 
fear leſt ſhe ſhould prove with child, and be 
brought to diſgrace (a miracle of tenderneſs in ſuch 
a one as I) I therefore reſolved to have no more 
criminal converſation with her; and that I might 
be afraid to break my reſolution, I went the Sun- 
day following to church and took the Sacrament 
upon it, which gave me afterwards ſome uneaſi- 
n2ſs, when I conſidered that I had finned within 
the ſame week. What was this, but that as my 
day of wickedneſs and life was near at an end, the 
day of God's Grace began to dawn. 

32. How weak are the reſolves of feeble, frail, 
unconſtant man, without the Strength of Gop ! 


My paſſion ſoon grew too ſtrong far my reaſon an 


reſolution, and I again relapſed, and it too ſoon 
happened according to my fears ; the poor, * 
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ed (be me ruined) unfortunate creature, proved 
with child. When I found this (let none blame 
nor reflect upon her Tor my wickedneſs) I prepar- 
ed a potion and gave her, in order to cauſe abor- 
tion, and deſtroy the fruit of her womb. Had I 
not crimes enough already ſtanding on record 
againſt me, but to the reſt muſt I add this act of 
murder alſo ? For a murderer I was intentionally, 
though my horrid expedient did not ſucceed. And 
hear me all ye that have or ever ſhall attempt to 
hide your ſhame by this Unnatural means, that 
ye muſt one day anſwer it at the bar of a juſt 
Gop, to whom all your deeds are fully known. 
Ye are adding murder to adultery, whoever de- 
ſtroys, or attempts to deſtroy, the embryo in the 
womb. As a murderer in this reſpect I ſtood 
condemned in my own conſcience before Gop, 
and, as ſuch, I am conſcious 1 muſt have been 
baziſhed from his glorious preſence for ever, and 
conſigned over to eternal miſery, had not the eter- 
nal Son of Gop, who bore my fin in his own 
body on the tree (ſweet refletion to me, who muſt 
ſhortly die there I) pleaded his merits on my behalf, 


obtained of the Father pardon for me. 


33. When I found this poor creature ſtill ad- 
vancing in her pregnancy, I reſolved to leave my 
place. I communicated to her my intention of 
going away, and, to make her eaſy, ſwore to her, 
not upon the Bible, but a book of painting, that 1 
would return and marry her. I had lately re- 
ceived half a year's wages, and with that I ſet our 
for Briſtol, and got work there, at Meſſ. Hiflhouſe 
and Stevens's ſugar-houſe, where I wrought ſome 
time, and was well beloved, though I fo ill de- 
ſerved it. Here it was I became acquainted with 
my unhappy companion and fellow-{ufferer, Fob 
Jones. It happening that Jones fell into company 
with one who was a noted boxer, who challeng'd 
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him to box him, which challenge Jones accepted, 
He afterwards came and acquainted me with the 
affair, and defired me to ſecond him. I refuſed, 
ſaying, I did not like fighting upon a ſtage, it ex- 
poſed a man ſo much, and would have him de- 
cline it: © but (added I) if you want money, go 
upon che high-way ; and to encourage him I told 
hin, I was very well acquainted with the manner 
of the high-way, and feared nothing. He urged, 
that we had no piſtols. I told him, I could rob 
any man with a ſtick, and bid him not fear, ſay- 
ing, I am a ſtout man, and ſo are you; Who can 
take us? We ſhall ſoon fill our pockets, and then 
we may buy piſtols and horſes too. Briſtol is much 
better than London for robbing, and, as it is the 
fair-time, I don't queſtion getting two or three 
hundred pounds before it is over.” But he was 
ſtill er to go withont piſtols; ſo we con- 
cluded to buy a brace; and at length, overcome by 
my perſaſions, he conſented. Lok p, lay not this 
fin to my charge; and Oh! forgive the fins of him 
whom I have drawn on to his ruin] 

34. I cannot help reflecting here upon the juſt 
judgment of Gop ! And hear ye this, all ye who 
take delight in fighting, cudgelling, .and exerciſes 
of this ſort. This is not manly bravery, but fa- 
vage brutality. One blow from an atterwards 
conquered hand, in a juſtifiable cauſe, in defence 
of our King and Country, gains a man more real 
honour, than five hundred attended with victo 
in a private, unneceſſary quarrel, Conſider, fight- 
ing in any manner, unleſs when a man has a lawful 
call thereto, is a kind of murder, and is expreſly 
forbidden in the law of Gop; and whoever * or 
any way encourages it, tho? it were but by looking 
on unconcerned, has heen acceſſary and conſented 
to the murder, as much as St. Paul to the death of 
the martyr Stephen, for taking care of the ___ 
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of thoſe that were going to ſtone him to death. 
Suppoſing the laws of the land took no immediate 
account of it ; yet, whoever will dare to break the 
laws of God, becauſe they are not cognizable by 
the laws of the land, how juſtly does Gop ſuffer 
ſuch a one to fall from one wickedneſs to another, 
until at length they meet with condign puniſh- 
ment. Such is the caſe of poor Jones; he con- 
ſented to an act of murder, in diſobedience to the 
laws of Gop ; I was ſuffered to draw him on to an 
act of theft, for which he is condemned to die. Let 
me adviſe every one to beware in time, and leave 
off this vicious practice of fighting (whereby they 
not only diſhonour (op themſelves, but are the 
occaſion of many other ſins in the ſpectators) leſt 
they repent of it when it is too late. 

35. At our firſt ſetting out, we met with Alder- 
man Rich's ſon in Maudlin-lane, near his father's 
houſe : I propoſed robbing him; but Jones object- 
ed, there being a woman near: I ſaid, I feared 
nobody, and accordingly attacked him, and robb'd 
him of a Pinchbeck watch, a 36 s. piece, a moi- 
dore, and ſome ſilver. As I was robbing him, he 
dropt his cane or ſtick, which I pick'd up and 
gave him. I likewiſe aſked him where he lived, 
and on his telling me at Mile-hill, I bid him go 
home and ſay nothing, for if he did, 1 would 
blow his brains out. We went from thence to 
Queen's-ſquare the ſame night, and robbed Mr. 
Sheirclift of his watch and money; after which I 
was going to rob a gentleman in the ſquare at his 
own door, though Fones perſuaded me to the con- 
trary ; but before I could lay hold of him the door 
was opened, and he went in and eſcaped my fura- 
cious hands. The next day we went to Durd- 
ham-down, and attacked Mr. Waſborough of Pen- 


park, who ſtruck me on the Head with the 2 
en 
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end of his whip, and wounded me, whereupon 1 
fired at him: The ball went through his great 
coat, but happily did him no further harm, for 
which I can never ſufficiently thank Gop. I then 
went to a pond and waſhed the blood off my face, 
and then we rode off for Briſtol, and went home 
to Jones's lodging, where, after I had waſhed my 
face again, and gotten a plaiſter for my head, I, 

ropoſed to go out again on foot, but Jones ab- 
Re refuſed, dio he was ill. However, I 
was reſolute, and ſwore I would have ſome money 
that night (fo was I hurried on by the devil) and 
accordingly went by myſelf to College-Green, 
and robbed a gentieman of a mourning-ring and 
ſeven ſhillings. To intimidate him, and to pre- 
vent his crying out, I gave a ſignal, whiſtling and 
calling as if I had had ſome accomplice at hand to 
aſſiſt me, though there was none; which probably, 
together with his fears, occaſioned the gentleman 
to ſay he was robbed by two men. When I had 
done, I returned to Joncs's lodging, and gave him 
half the money, leaving my piſtols with him. I 
then went to the Bell in Broad-ſtreet, to enquire 
for lodging. Being aſked from whence I came, 
I immediately replied, from Weſtbury ; not in the 
leaſt unagining I could be ſuſpected from that cir- 
cumſtance, But Gop is wiſe, and here he meant 
to {top me ſhort in my career. I was ſuſpected to 
be the perſon who had attack*d Mr. Waſborough on 
the Down, and more ſo from a drop of blood that 
was left on my face, notwithſtanding I had waſhed 
it twice. By what ſmall means can Go bring 
great matters to light, when he ſees proper, when 
at other times much ſtronger circumſtances eſcap 
unobſerved. To put an end to all doubt, while 1 
was here, Mr. Waſborough himſelf came in, who 
had been ſearching after me, and charged me with 
the robbery. Being ' ſearched, and powder _ 
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ball found upon me, I was committed to Bride- 
well, where, being ſearched again, there was 
found upon me Mr. Sheirclift's watch, the mourn- 
ing- ring, and the 36 5. piece. Seeing no poſſibi- 
lity of getting clear of the charge, I thought I had 
better declare the whole of the matter, and accord- 
ingly I impeached poor Jones, who was taken 
the next morning in bed, with the piſtols att his 
bed- ſide, and Mr. Rich's watch in his pocket. 
We were afterwards both examined before the 
Mayor of Briſtol, and by him committed to New- 
gate. I ſhould here obſerve the reaſon why the 
things could not be found upon me the firſt time I 
Was ſearched ; they were concealed in a private 
pocket, many of which every common highway- 
man has about his cloaths. 

36. After I was confined in Newgate, I re- 
ported that John Hanley, who was lately executed 
at Glouceſter, had told me, that he had robbed 
upon the Down himſelf, and bid me not be afraid; 
which I here ſolemnly declare was a groſs falſe- 
hood. Hanley never ſpake ſuch words to me; it was 
only what the Devil put into my heart, and Ithought 
by ſuch a diſcovery to have had the greater favour 
ſhewn to me. If therefore my reporting this had 
any influence in the taking away that poor man's 
life, I can only be ſorry, and repent me of my ſin 
before Gop : for however he might deſerve to die 
for other crimes, that will by no means acquit me 
of ſetting my hand to ſhed, for ought 1 knew, 
innocent blood. | 

37. During all this courſe of fin, to my ſhame 
I declare it to Gop and the world, Whoredom was 
the crime I was moſt addicted to; this was m 
darling vice, and for this I ſacrificed my all. And, 
however light a matter ſome r, unthinking 
wretches as I was may think of it, what I eſteem 
molt beinous, 4 ſcrupled not to have cruninal con- 
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verſation with married women, a ſin againſt which 
there is ſo particular a curſe denounced in the Law 
of Gop. And fo foal a letcher was I, that if I 
could and ſhould recount the many acts of Adul. 
tery that I have committed, ſure it would kill the 
modeſt ear, and make the molt bfamous of the 
brutifh, luſt ful herd, next to myſelt, bluſh at the 
relation. I was hkewiſe addicted to Gaming, which 
nothing but the too common practice of among 
erſons of the higheſt rank could free from the 
imputation of being ſcandalous, if they could ſee 
no other harm in it. But how faſhionable ſoever 
this vice may be, I now ſee, it is unbecoming the 
character of a chriſtian, whoſe intereſt and duty 
It is to redeem the time. And obſerve this maxim 
from me, Whoever turns common Gamelſter, if be 
bas not a fortune to ſupport his extravagance, will 
in a little time turn common Thief; and the more 
acute he is at Gaming, the more corrupted is he in 
life and manners. Sabbath-breaking likewiſe, 
and prophaning the houſe of Gov, were other ſins 
hereby I grievouſly provok'd the eyes of his glo- 
ry. Many times have ' goneſto the place of God's 
worſhip, hardly with a deſire or deſign to hear or 
profit by his Word, but to meet with company a- 
greeable to my mind. (Glory be to Gop who pre- 
vented my /aft purpoſe herein.) Such an affront as 
this a juſt Gop, who is jealous of his honour, and 
ſearcheth the heart, will never excuſe, and which 
none but a merciful Gop would ever pardon. And 
yet how many daring, ibougbtleſs mortals are there 
that preſs into the courts of the Lord's houſe for no 
other end ? that watch not to hear, what Gop by 
his meſſenger will fay unto them, but how they 
may hurry out time enough to meet with their 
companions. Theſe when they ſhould be begging 
the /ife of their ſouls are plotting the death of their 
E ſouls 
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ſouls and bodies too. Therefore let me entreat 
every ſuch unthinking ſinner to take warning by 
my fate, and immediately break off ſuch an im- 
pious practice; otherwiſe Gop will certainly pur- 
ſue them, as he has me, and they muſt expect no- 
thing but a curſe, beggary, ruin and diſgrace in 
this world, and certain perdition, without true 
repentance, in the world to come 
38. From this ſhort narrative the world may 
in ſome meaſure conceive what a continued courſe 
of villainy and wickedneſs my whole life has been. 
Innumerable acts of Drunkenneſs, Rioting, Diſs- 
bed:ience to Parents, Blaſphemy, Perjury, Lying, 
Theft, Injuſtice, Revenge, Rebellion, Murder, Trea- 
ſon, Fornication, Adultery, Bigamy, Impiety, In- 
gratitude, Sabbatb-breating and Gaming, and of 
every other vice, have crouded the Hort ſpace of 
my evil thirty years. They may ſee how indefati- 
gable J have been, compaſſing tea and land, run- 
ning all hazards, and daring every danger to ſerve 
the Devil, and, without a miracle of grace, to make 
my own damnation ſure-: in all my dangers how 
harden'd and unconcern'd; in all my deliverances 
how «nthankful to my great Preferver ; and in all 
my villainies and impieties, how ſhameleſs, ſtub- 
born, and remorſeleſ̃ And now muſt not eve 
man that thinks at all be aſtoniſh*d that ſuch a 
Caitiff ſhould live upon the earth, and every good 
man adore the wonderful goodnefs of Gop, who 
hath ſpared ſuch a monſter of iniquity, to make 
him a happy example of his amazing love and free 
mercy to undeſerving ſinners! Of his great good- 
nets towards me in bringing me to a ſenſe of m 
ſelf, and of his love to me in Chriſt Jeſus, J ſhall 
now give ſome account, to the glory of his grace. 
I am too ſenſible (for J fee inſtances thereof daily) 
how ready the giddy, thoughtleſs part of mankind 
are to ridicule things of this nature; but _— 
ey 
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they will hear, or whether they will forbear, I 
will, in ſimplicity, and the fear of Gov, declare 
what He hath done for my ſou! : And I pray Gop 
it may be bleſt to the converting or ſlrengthning of 
every one that ſhail hear thereof! 

39. When I was committed to priſon, I was 
very heavily iron'd and cloſely confined in the Con- 
demn'd room, it being apprehended, that I being 
a ſtout, ſturdy, reſolute perſon, might find means 
to make my eſcape. Surely the all-wife Provi- 
dence of Gon over-ruled in all this affair: For 
had I robb'd Mr. Wasborough, 1 muſt have taken 
my tryal at Glouceſter, where I had, in all proba- 
bility, been deſtitute of ſuch Spiritual Helps, as I 
have met with at Briſtol : This, and my being ſo 
cloſely confined here, is ſuch an inſtance of (00's 
peculiar care over, and gracious intentions towards 
me, as I ſhall have reaſon to praiſe him for to all 
eternity. Hereby I had the opportunity of reflect- 
ing on my paſt miſconduct, and the benefit of the 
converſation of ſome religious friends, uninter- 
rupted by the reſt of the priſoners; who, Gop be 
merciful to them, are, as I myſelf have been, un- 
concern'd at the ſituation they are in, and heed- 
leſsly poſting on to deſtruction, which ſtares them 
even 1n the face. Indeed it was many weeks aſter 
my impriſonment that I came to any deep and ſe- 
rious reflection: for though (upon conſidering that 
when the Judge came to town, there would pro- 
bably be ſome with him that would remember me 
when I was caſt at the Old-Baily, and that I was 
paſt all hope, a dead man) I had ſome ſudden fears 
of death ſtarted up in my mind, attended with 
ſome ſlender remorſe of conſcience, yet they were 
not laſting, but as the early dew which paſſes away ; 
partly through the natural hardneſs of my heart, 
which had not yet been ſoften'd and made capa- 
ble of receiving thoſe impreſſions, and partly thro? 
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my quenching thoſe motions of Gop's Spirit by 
my continuing in fin, and entertaining ſome hopes 
of a reprieve,— to obtain which I wrote letters 
to the worthy gentleman with whom I lived at 
Farfield, and a lady belonging to his family, re- 
queſting their intereſt for my life, as (I falſly and 
wickedly aſſured them) it was the firſt fact of this 
kind I had ever been guilty of. Nevertheleſs, 
Feſus Chriſt the good Shepherd, who came to ſrek 
and ſave the loft ſheep, ſtiil purſued me, tho' I ran 
from him, and unexpectediy I was often alarmed 
with this thought, Lord ! what will become uf my ſoul! 
1 am a dying man, and hive made no preparation 
for another world. Such Alarms would ſtartle me 
and ſtir me up to Prayer, but when I began to 
pray, the Devil would perſuade me that I was ſuch 
a ſinner, that it was impoſlible there could be mer- 
cy tor me, and it was therefore in vain for me to 
pray; and believing thoſe ſuggeſtions I would 
ſometimes put off all thoughts of returning to Gop. 
40. Thus went I on awhile, ſometimes willing 
to return to Gop, if I thought there were hopes 
or poſſibility of being accepted; ſometimes con- 
cluding there was not, determined to make the 
molt I could of the little time I had, ſeeing I muſt 
be for ever miſerable hereafter. But on Eaſter- 
Tueſday, March 31, as ſoon as I aroſe out of bed, 
I was fo terrified in my conſcience, that I could 
et no reſt. I knew not what to do. I longed 
or ſome good Chriſtian to adviſe me, but knew 
not whom to ſend to. The agonies of my mind 
encreaſing more and more, I thought to eaſe my- 
ſelf by reading a little : accordingly I took up the 
Common-prayer-book, in which 1 read, and ſome- - 
times prayed on my knees, ( the priſoners that la 

in the room with me being all gone out). While 
was in this diſtreſs of ſoul, and as I was reading, 
according to my with, (oh! the wifdom of the 
| providence 
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providence of Gop ! ) a religious woman came to 
the window, ſaying, My friend, I am glad to ſee you 
fo well employed ; I am not come to 109k at you, but to 
ſpear to you for the good of your foul. She had not 

poken many words more, before I was cut to the 
very heart, and had Inot given way to my diſtreſs 
by a flood of tears, my heart muſt have burſt, As 
ſoon as I was able to anſwer her, I could not forhear 
crying out, 1 am the vileſt ſinner upon earth; 1 
„have been guilty of all manner of wickedneſs.” 
She then told me, if I felt the burden of fin, that I 
vas the very perſon, for whom Chriſt died; at which 
good news I was a little refreſh'd, and for that time 
ſhe left me. After this ſhe came to me every day, 
with others that had like care for my ſoul, and gave 
me ſuch ee advice as they ſaw I ſtood in need of; 
and ſang hymns ſuitable to my condition, and join'd 
in fervent 5 for me, and directed me to proper 
portions of Scriptare.. All this time the conviction 
of my loſt ſtate ſank deeper and deeper into my 
ſoul, and I was moved in my heart to make an open 
confeſſion of ſuch crimes as would have touched my 
life, if the fact I was committed for had not. On 
Friday, April 3 two Chriſtian friends coming into 
my room, at a ſeaſonable time (for I was in the ut- 
moſt diſtreſs) I defired them to pray with me: As 
we were ſinging a hymn, I began to tremble under 
a deep ſenſe of the wrath of an offended CoD; I was 
all over in a cold ſweat, and every nerve in my body 
ſeemed to be unſtrung, and I interrupted them, cry- 
ing out, Oh! what a ſinner am II- have no need 
Hof any other tryal; I am guilty ; I have enough 
* within me to condemn me, and when I come 
before the judge, I will plead guilty, for I dare 
« not tell a lie.“ Oh what remorſe, what terrors 
of conſcience did I undergo for five days together ? 
Such as no tongue can utter, nor ”= expreſs. Yet a- 
midſt all I was at times ſupported by a ſinall * 
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of diſtant hope. Glory be to Gon ! who laid no more 
upon me than I was able to bear. 

41. How vigilant is the devil over the ſouls of men to 
deſtroy them? While I was ruſhing on in the broad way 
to eternal perdition, I never concerned myſelf about the 
Scriptures whether they were true or falſe; but as ſoon as 
began to read and ſearch them, immediately the enem 
of all good began to aſſault me with his fiery Cart. As 
was reading in the Common-Prayer Book, he ſuggeſted to 
me, How do you know what you read is true? I thought, 
ſurely it was true, for they were good men that made the 
Book, and it was taken out of the Scriptures. He retorted 
upon me, How do you noi the Scriptures are true? GoD 
here gave me to know the voice of the tempter, and I re- 
plied, Get thee behind me, Satan; for it is GoD's word, 
and I will believe it. But neither yet did he leave me; for 
afterwards he took another method, perſuading me it was 
time enough for me to repent after ſentence, or two or three 
days before my execution ; but I repelled him, ſaying, Be 
gone, Satan, for 1 have been thy ſervant tao long, I will ſerve 
thee no longer. 

42. On Saturday night, the 4th of April, my conſcience 
was ſo alarmed as I lay in bed that my ſleep departed from 
me, and I was ſeized with inexpreſlible horror. I felt a 
perfect hell in my ſoul. I was all over in a ſweat with ter- 
ror. I trembled to that degree that I ſhook the bed under 
me: I roared for the very diſquietneſs of my heart. At laſt, 
being no longer able to contain myſelf, I broke out, 1 am 
afraid, I am left, and damn'd for ever. I ſat up, and waked 
all the priſoners in the room, and deſired them to join in 
. roger for me, which they did (may Gop reward them, 

and ſhew mercy upon them all !) In this condition I conti- 
nued all the reſt of the night. On Sunday morning, as 
ſoon as it was day, I roſe and went to prayer, but ſaw no 
manner of hope. I continued reſtleſs, miſerable, and deſ- 
pairing, till about noon, when, concluding myſelf paſt all 
* of mercy, I thought, ſeeing I mult periſh, I will 
reſign myſelf wholly up to the will of Gop. But never- 
theleſs, as I was to die, I thought I would learn a form of 
prayer, wherein to commend my ſoul into the hands of Go 
at the place of execution; and accordingly I began to read 
the dying petitions of Thomas Savage, which were theſe ; 
Lord JEsus receive my ſpirit. LORD, one ſinile. Good 
Lonp, one word of comfort for CHRIsT's ſake, Tang? 
care 
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death make a ſeparation between my foul and body, let nothin 
ſeparate between Thee and my 775 to all eternity. As J _ 
and ponder'd on theſe words, I found freſh hopes ſpringing 
up in me, and ſeemed to feel an aſſurance in my heart, 
that Gop had ſtill a love for me, and would receive my 
ſoul. I believed, and in a moment all my diſtreſs was ta- 
ken away. The load of guilt I felt before was removed, 
and I was filled with inexpreſſible joy. I no longer fear'd 
death, I loved Gop, and longed to be with him. Had 
the cart came that moment to take me to execution, I 
ſhould have gone with infinite pleaſure. In the tranſport 
of my mind I cried out, Gop hath forgiven me all my fins, 
He hath given me his holy Spirit in my heart, and I am 
quite eaſy. What a change is here wrought in five days ! I 
that could fo lately murder a man for his money, could now 
give away all that I had. I then, with a willing heart 
and hand, diſtributed the little money I had among my 
fellow-priſoners ; which I mention not boaſtingly, but to 
magnify the Grace of Gop, which inclined my heart not 
only to do this, but ten thouſand times more for his ſake, 
had it been in my power. 

43. This excels of joy continued with me for ſome 
time ; atlength I fad a ſweet calm peace ſink down into 
my ſoul: My paſſions were allay'd, my heart was chang'd, 
and I abhorred my former courſe of life. For this ama- 
zing Grace, Not unto me, O LoRD, not unto me, but unto 
thy name be the praiſe ;----for not by works of righteouſneſs 
which J had done [O Gop thou knoweſt] but according to 
thy mercy thou haſt ſaved me, by the waſhing of regeneration 
and the renewing of the HoLy GHrosrT. 

« Of him that did ſalvation bring, 

I could for ever think and ſing : 

« Ariſe, ye guilty, he'll forgive; 

„ Ariſe, ye needy, he'll relieve. 

* Aſk but his Grace, and, lo! tis giv'n ;, 

« Aſk, and he turns your Hell to heav'n. 

„ 'Tho' fin and ſorrow pierc'd my ſoul, 

Thy balm, O Jzsv ! made it whole. 
From this inſtance of free unmerited Grace, let no ſinnet 
preſume on the long-ſuffering of Gop, nor truſt to a late 
repentance, as I did ; neither let any that is willing to re- 
turn unto Gop deſpair, fince I, the vileſt of the fallen 
race, have found acceptance with him. | 
44. After 
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44. After, by the grace of Gop, this bleſſed change 
Was wrovght in me, upon hearing one of the Priſoners 
ſwear, his word ſeemed like thunder in my ear, and I was 
thrown into ſuch an agony, for grief to hear the name of 
Gb blaſphemed, that I fell down on the floor, and all my 
fleſhſcem'd to be parting from my bones; ſo bitter was ſin to 
me now, in which I lately took ſo great delight. And 
whenever I ſee any one wanton behaviour among the men 
and women priſoners, I am filled with ſuch abhorrence 
thereat, as I am not able to expreſs. And perhaps in this 
thing, (which is no wonder) I run to an extreme; but ſo 
it is, I can hardly bear the fight of a woman, unleſs I 
know them to be ſuch as fear Gop. I would now have 
given any thing in the world to recall the letters I ſent, in 
order to petition for a reprieve, not only becauſe I would 
not now live, but as being heartily forry I ſhould thus en- 
deavour to impoſe upon the goodneſs of ſuch worthy per- 
ſons. I here heartily aſk them pardon for ſo doing. This 
experience has been of uſe to me; for when Satan has buf- 
feted me, and tempted me to doubt of Gop's mercy, I 
could repell him thus, I know Gop loves me, for 
he has given me to hate ſin. Yet that I might not pre- 
ſume, the evening before my trial came on, I was ſhewn 
my own weakneſs, and how unable I was of myſelf to main- 
tain that Grace I had received ; and that Jeſus who is the 
Author, is likewiſe the Continuer, as well as Finiſher of 
Faith. As I was talking with one of ſome temporal con- 
cerns, I found a miſt come over my ſoul, and the preſence 
of Gop was ſomewhat hid from me. I deſired my friend 
to leave me immediately, for I was in a great agony. Be- 
ing left alone, I fell on my knees before GoDp, and with 
ſtrong crying and tears made ſupplication to him, *till he 
reſtored to me again the light of his countenance, which 
he did in about half an hour. | 

45. On Friday, April 10, the trumpet gave its ſolemn, 
pleaſing ſound, to call me, and the reſt of my fellow- 

riſoners, to the bar of juſtice, to be tried according to the 
_ of our country, It was to me as a welcome voice 
from heaven, and it filled my heart with joy to think I 
ſhould ſhortly be there. When I was put to the bar, 
knowing myſelf worthy of more than one death, I deter- 
mined, as I had done before, to give the court no trouble, 
but to plead guilty, and addrefs'd the judge nearly in this 

manner: : 
My 
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My Lord, I am called by the name of Jackſon ; but I de- 
fite to be indifted by the name of Nicolas Mooney, for the 
other is a fiflitious name. And, my Lord, I beg I may 
bave the liberty of ſpeating a few words before I am ar- 
raigned, to let your Lordſhip know, That I am the man who 
have drawn Jones into theſe unhappy circumſtances, and hope 
your Lordſhip will therefore ſhew him favour. My Lord, 
¶ have been arraigned for my life before at the Old-Bailey, 
and was convicted, and the cart came to the door to take me 
to execution; but I was reprieved. T then depenaed altoge- 
ther upon the favour of friends; but now J rely anly upon 
Gop : Had [I died then, I had gone to hell and been damn'd 
to all eternity; but now 1 am ſnatched as a brand from the 
burning, and my Ada will be pleaſing. His Lordſhip 
then aſked me, FI did not expect mercy, by pleading guilty. 
I replied, No, my Lord, I expect no mercy from man on this 
fide the grave. The Lord is on my fide, I do not fear what 
man can do unto me. I deſire to die, for I have not only 
committed many robberies, but have been a rebel, and fought 
againſt my King and Country. His Majeſty's clemency to 
me before I have abuſed. Till within theſe few days, I 
neither knew what it was to fear or love Gop, but now 1 
know both; and I know that GoD is reconciled to me, and 
has forgiven me all my ſins,” and I am content to die. 

46. The next day I was called to the bar again, to re- 
ceive ſentence of death, which I did with the utmoſt calm- 
neſs and compoſure of mind. I here again addreſs'd his 
Lordſhip much to this purpoſe : 

My Lord, Permit me again io entreat for John Jones, 
whom I have inveigled and drawn into this trouble (as I have 
done ſeveral others before) that your Lordſhip would be pleaſ- 
ed to ſpare his life.--- As for my own part, 1 have committed 
many robberies, and been a rebel againſt my King, and have 
wronged my Country by coining money, for which I can ne- 
ver make the publick reſtitution, and therefore 1 am content 
to die, as I deſerve.---And I pray GoD to bleſs every one to 
whom I have done any wrong. And if there be any gentle- 
men of Briſtol hete whom ] have injured, 1 heartily aſt them 
forgiveneſs, and eſpecially Mr. Maſborough, Ihe then ſtood 
by me] whom 1 attempted to murder, but Gop ſaved him, 
for which I can never praiſe him enough. Ay Lord, I 

only defire three Sundays, and then 1 am willing to launch 
into eternity. And I hope when I come to the place of exe- 
cution, that Gop will open my mouth to warn all to 25 
| heir 


. 
their wicked courſe of life. I pray Gop to Bleſs your 
Lordſhip aud e Herald. wo and the Lord Vu? re- 
ceiue my ſoul. 

I then deliver'd a written petition to his Lordſhip, re- 
queſting ſome favours, which were not granted, for ſuffi- 
cient reaſons ſince given me: No doubt it is beſt ſo; for 
Gop is wiſe, and orders all things well. 

47. After condemnation I wrote letters, one to the poor 
creature who is now with child by me, and another to a 

entleman who had been formerly my friend,part of which, 
or ſpecial reaſons, I think proper here to ſubjoin. 


© DEAR NELLY, Briſtol, April 14, 1752. 
D IGHTEOUS is the Lok, and juſt are his Judgments : 

X His Hand hath at laſt overtaken me; his Hand of 
Fuſtice to cut ſhort my Life, and his Hand of Mercy to 
fave my Soul. You for one can witneſs to the Juſtice of m 
Sentence, Were it in my Power, I would gladly make 
yon and every one elſe Amends, whom I have ever injured 
in their Goods, Perſons, or Credit; but ſeeing it is not, I 
hereby aſk you Forgiveneſs for the Wrong I have done 
you; and I truſt that Gop, to whom Towe this Duty firſt, 
and you and every one elſe, will accept of my willing Mind 
to make full Reſtitution. 

I Am too apprehenſive what you have to undergo on my 
Account, not to be concerned for you: Oh ! that I had 
ſufficiently conſidered this, before I had brought you into 
this Trouble] the Shame naturally attending your Circum- 
ſtances, the Trouble conſequent thereon, the Slight of 
Friends, the Indignity and Reproaches of an ill-natur'd 
World, are all grievous to be borne ; but yet I hope that 
GoÞp, who comforts and ſupports me under my Trials, in 
a Manner I am not able to expreſs, will do the ſame for 
you. Put your Truft in Him, and you ſhall never be 
confounded. E's | 

On Wedneſday fortnight, or as ſome tell me, on Friday 
ſe*nnight, I am to die and be delivered out of the Miſeries 
of this finful World. Glory be to God, thro Feſus Chriſt, 
He has given Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins, to me the 
moſt undelerving and the worſt of Sinners. He has taken 
away Sin, the Sting of Death, and J am prepared to meet 
my avious and my Ju . Let my Example encoꝶrage 
. every Sinner to break off his Sins and come unto Gon 


thro' Feſus Chriſt, pleading nothing but his * 
ir 
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their own Guilt, and He will freely ſorgive them: But let 
none preſume on the Long Suffering pf Gop, for he will 
ſurely vit their Iniguity with a Rod, and their Sin with 
Scourges. 

As a dying Man I give you this Advice: Give yourſelf 
up wholly to Gon, pray to him continually, and never 
reit *till you have . an Intereit in the Blood of Zeſus 
Chriſt. Live in his Fear, and you, as I truſt I thall, ſhall 
dic in his Fquour. And as to the dear, innocent Babe, if 
it lives, let me entreat you to be careful of its Education, 
Let it in its earlieſt Days be inſtructed in the und Prin- 
Ciples of true Religion and Virtue, and taught to avoid 
whatever is diſpleaſing to Almighty Gop. Let it be warn- 
ed againſt every evil Temper, V ord and /York, and encou- 
raged in every Thing that is agreeable to the Will of the 
molt High ; and labour to impreſs a deep Senſe of his aw- 
ful Majeity upon its Mind, as ſoon as it is capable of Re- 
Rexion. If you do this, I doubt not but Gop, who has 
the Hearts of all Men in his Hand, will reward you and 
* you up Friends to aſſiſt you in every Need. 

now cammend you to Gop's Grace and Almighty Pro- 
tection, and requeſt your earneſt Prayers for 
Your dying Friend and Wellwiſher, 
NICOLAS MOONEY.” 

„4 SIR, 

EFoRE I die, I take this Opportunity of acknowledg- 

ing your Kindneſs to me in Time paſt. Oh] that J 

had deſerved it, for then I had not brought myſelf into theſe 
unbappy Circumitances : But Gop is wiſe and ſeeing I 
would not hear his Voice and leave my wicked Life; He 
gave me up to my awrn Heart's Liſt and permitted me to 
fill up the Meaſure of mine Iniquity, that in me at laſt might 
be ſhewn the Severity of his 7u/tice and Riches of his Mer. 
cy. You took me, the moſt abandon'd Wretch, for an ho- 
neſt Man; and as ſuch you kindly and generouſly recom- 
mended me where I might have done well. It is my own 
Fault I did not. On Friday Se'nnight I am, to meet the 
Fate my Crimes have too jz/tly deſerved. I delerve not only 
Death but Hell: To the former Man hath doom'd me; 
from the latter Chr:/? will ſave me. Of this I have ſuch a 
firm Hope in myſelf, being aſſured that God is reconciled 
to me, that my Priſon is a Palace, my Chains are as Orna- 
ments, and I am quite bates... hope every one will pray for 
- ms 
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me that my Faith fail not. I am /onging for Death, and in 
rm Expectation of a glorious Reſurrection to eternal Life, 


Briſtol, April 14, Your much obliged and dying Servant, 
I 752. NICOLAS MOONEY.” 


&« Pleaſe to communicate theſe Lines to Mr. B—— ht, 
with my due Reſpects. 


About eight days before I was to be executed, one came to 
me, and told me, a clergyman of the Romiſh church would 
willingly attend upon me, if I choſe it. I told him, I did 
not chuſe it ; for having renounced the errors and ſuperſti- 
tions of that church, and experienced the truth as it is in 
Feſus, I will die a member of the church of England. 
48. A day or two after, I ordered my coffin and ſhroud 
to be made, that I might have them in my room ſome time 
before I died, that I might this way try -my faith, and ſee 
how firmly I could bear the ſight of this ſhrine of death. 
While the coflin-maker was meaſuring me, I found ſweet 
compoſure of ſoul, and a comfortable ſenſe of God's pre- 
ſence; and it was with no little pleaſure that I ſaw this 
repoſitory of my mouldring relicks brought into the room. 
This was . for me at the expence of a friend; and 
here it is my deſire my earthly remains ſhould reſt, that the 
affliction of my relations and friends on my account might 
not be aggravated by the diſpoſal of them any other way; 
tho” rather than that an oath ſhould be ſworn, a blow ſtruck, 
or any diſturbance made on my account whereby Gop 
ſhould be offended, after I am dead, I am content to be 
anatomized, hung in chains, or that my inanimate cla 
ſhould be any other ways diſpoſed of, as I told the Sheriff 
Oh ! who would not leave off the works of darkneſs, and 
believe in the Lord Jeſus, the friend of ſinners, who is thus 
able to ſupport his members, and to raife their happy ſouls 
above the fear of death, and to make even that king of ter- 
rors (who, to a man unregenerate and unprepared, that is 
not quite hardened, comes attended with all his ghaſtly 
train of horrors) appear a welcome friend, that lends his 
Kind hand to lift poor mortals out of this ſea of _— and 
place them upon the firm land of everlaſting reſt. On the 
Sunday before the day appointed for my execution, a friend 
propoſed our going there in a coach, but I told my fellow- 
ſufferer, As our crimes have been publick, let us be publick 
examples: Let us be ſeen of all, that all may take warning. 
Soy will ſupport us. We do not know what good we ma 
do by being expoſed in a cart. I had likewiſe a friendly Aa it 
| - | oa 


— > Ty > 


[ 45 ] 

from Mr. Waſborough, and Mr. Sheirclift, which gave me 
no ſmall Satisfaction. And that day I received the bleſſed 
ſacrament. My ſoul fed on angels food, and I eat the bread 
of heaven. I have been ſince tried many ways, by ſome 
out of love, by others out of ſtrife and contention ; but I 
found that promiſe of my Saviour true, The Comforter, which 
is the Holy Ghoſt — He hall teach you all things, and bring 
all things to your remembrance, whatſoever I have ſaid unto 
you. And fo it was; for I had Scripture brought to my mind, 
and opened to me, to ſtrengthen me againſt thoſe that op- 
poſed, which I had read, but perhaps not ſo much as thought 
of for many years. I could likewiſe diſtinguiſh my ſhepherd's 
voice in his ſervants from the voice of {rangers ; ſuch was 
that of the Romiſh prieſt (as I am told he was) who came 
to me on Monday, juſt as I was going to receive the ſacra- 
ment, and ſtrove to impoſe his abſurd doctrine of tran- 
ſub/antiation upon me: To whom I replied, The bread and 
wine are ſigns of my LorD's body and blcod, and channels 
to convey an inward and ſpiritual Grace, but as for a real 
change of the elements I believe it not. I likewiſe told him, 
I would not have him give himſelf any further trouble about 
me. I went out, and was again abundantly refreſhed at the 
ſacred ordinance. Several times have I received the ſacra- 
ment before, but never *till I took it here did I know what 
it was ſpiritually to eat the fleſh of the Son of man and 
drink his blood. On Tueſday night W. Cudmore, who 
was condemn'd to die with Jones and me, found means to 

et off his irons, and had begun to break priſon, but was 
Roa ac admire the providence of Gop, that I was 
not in the ſame room. Welcome halter, welcome death 
to me ! had all the priſon-doors been ſet open, here would 
I have ſtaid to meet the fate my crimes have deſerved. Wed 
neſday I kept a fait to the LoRD, took the ſacrament, and 
attended at chapel. It was a day of refreſhment from the 
preſence of the LoRD. Whoever adviſes me to the con- 
trary, how can I but be” confident of this which I feel in my 
ſoul? Yea, tho' I am therefore branded with enthuſiaſm 
and blaſphemy, I will, by the Grace of Gop, hold faſt the 
beginning of my confidence ſtedfaſt unto the end, for it hath 
great recompence of reward; yea, I have already the earn- 
eſt of my heavenly inheritance. And what ſhould I do but 
praiſe Gop while I have breath, and magnify him in this 
manner ? ſeeing no ranſom'd fon of Adam has greater rea- 
ſon, and none ought more to invite his fellow-ſinners to 


come unto Gop by Jes Chriſt. 


49. It 
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49, It has been objected againſt me, © That 'tis im- 
4 poſlible ſo vile a ſinner as I have been ſhould be ſo much 
* chang'din fo ſhort a time.” Why, did not Gop make 
a world in fix days, and is he not able to change a heart 
(for the work is his alone) in five days? Or, do they who 
make this objection know and conſider the Scriptures and 
the power of Gop ? (who can limit it) is his hand ſhort- 
en'd that he cannot ſave? I will tell them of a | hiel be- 
tore me, to whom Gop gave Repentance and Pardon, 
and took him to Paradiſe in leſs than five hours, Others 
lay, my requeſting three Sundays before I died has but a 
dark look. I did not ask this becauſe I wanted to live three 
weeks or three days longer, barely for the ſake of living, 
or for fear of dying, and I longed to be with Chr:i/t, which 
is far better. Others exclaim againſt me vehemently for 
not clearing John Jones at the bar. My anſwer to ſuch is, 
Once (to gain my own ends) I did not ſcruple to take a 
falle oath, or what amounted to it, tho' it were to hang a 
man; but now I ſcruple to tell a known lie, tho” it would 
fave a man from being hang'd, yea, tho' I were ſure to gain 
my own lite and the whole world thereby. That I have 
drawn that unfortunate man into this plight, I am heartily 
forry. I ask pardon of Gop and him. I did all I could, 
with a ſafe canſcience, to procure him favour in court, as 
all cho were preſent can teſtify, and he himſelf has decla- 
red. I will yet do for him all ] can, which is to pray for 
him, as for myſelf: and I hope, tho' he be cut of trom 
the land of the living here, that the Lord Feſus Chri/t 
will receive his foul to manſions of eternal life and happi- 
neſs. Other uncharitable things have been ſaid of me and 
to me, but they move me not, With me it is a very ſmall 
thing to be judg'd of man, or of man's judgment. My 
Maſter, whom I now ſerve, was revil'd and reproach'd be- 
tore me. I am content to ſuffer with him and for him, 
not only this, but a thouſand times more, bonds, impri- 
fonment, death; for I have deſerved more, even Hell itſelf. 

50. I ſhall now conclude my whole account with obſer- 
ving That at preſent I enjoy great peace, amid{t all the 
2215 of a priſon, the diſturbance of impertinent company 


and my earthly troubles. When the reverend and worthy 
miniſters that attend me and my fellow priſoners, or my 
Chriſtian friends that have for ſome time paſt aſſiſted me 
with their ſpiritual advice, are praying with me, or ſinging 
hymns of prayer or praiſe to almighty (30D, I have 7 a 
ä ſweet 
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ſweet feeling ſenſe of the preſence of Gop, with me, 
that J am in a manner raviſh'd therewith. May Gop re- 
ward them all a thouſand fold, for their kind concern for 
and watchful care over my ſoul, and every one elſe who hath 
been any ways a Miniſter unto me for good: as ſuch I ac- 
count the perſons who took me : they were meſſengers ſent 
from Gop to ſtop me in the way of perdition, and to place 
me here, where J might find the way to Heaven: I can but 
ſmile at my fetters, they are the chains my fins have more 
than deſerved, and I am willing to bear them ; if I could 
ſlip them from my legs, I would not: when I think of dy- 
ing, my ſpirit is ready to ſtart. from my body, to anticipate 
the glory I expect hereafter : I could ſuffer my fleſh to be 
boiled in oil, for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's fake: and I believe 
I ſhall put the Halter about my Neck with more pleaſure 
than I puton a clean neckcloth ; fo much hath the bleſſed 
Saviour ſweeten'd and alleviated all my afflictions. And 
I truſt, tho' Satan may tempt, and men oppoſe and revile, 
that Gop will never leave me nor forſake me, but having 
begun the good work in my foul, will carry it on to perfec- 
tion, and perform it unto the end; and that from the fatal 
tree I ſhall mount up to the regionsof eternal bliſs, to enjoy 
the glorious preſence of my GoD and Saviour to all eter- 
nity, and with all the company of holy Angels and glori- 
fied Spirits, to ſing Hallelujahs to Gop and the Lamb, 

that ſitteth upon the Throne for ever! Amen. 

Newgate April 23. 
1752 NICHOLAS MOONEY. 
Some farther Particulars relating to NicoLas Mooney. 
H E night before his execution 11x perſons ſat up in 
the room, and ſpent the time till midnight in rea- 

ding, ſinging, and folemn prayer. At one the priſoners 
went to bed, and defir'd the 8th chap. of the Romans to 
be read to them, which being done, they went to ſleep. 
At three Mooney aroſe, and waſh'd himſelf ſaying, My 
« wedding day is come at laſt! Convers'd chearfully with 
his friends *till four, and thencall'd up Jones and Cudmore, 
and all together ſpent about an hour in devotion. After 
which, Jones falling into a great agony as he ſtood at the 
window, retir'd tothe bed, and ſeemed under ſo great terrors, 
that he had fainted had not timely application been made; 
at which, Mooney elapped his hands, and rejiocing, cried 
out, © I bleſs Gop for this! More of my Sort of work; 
mine began in this Manner. when Jones came to himſelf, 
| Mooney 
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Mooney took him by the hand, ſaying; Come, my dear 
© brother Jones, fear not; we ſhall both take our flight above 
© the Clouds ſoon. ; 
About 7 o'Clock Company began to flock in, and he 
with the utmoſt chearfullneſs teſtified to all the conſolation 
he felt from Gop. He then dreſt himſelf in mourning, 
fayingy I hope chis is no fin: I do it not out of vanity 
© but neatneſs. No, no more of the Devil's works for 
© me.”------He continu'd reading, praying, and ſpeaking 
to the people *till he was call'd to ſacrament at nine, 
which being ended, the executioner enter'd and put the 
rope round his neck, at which he ſaid, <* Welcome, halter! 
my caſe is like that of the thief on the croſs.”--- I'wo 
friends were allow'd to go with the priſoners in the cart, 
which they acknowledged as a ſpecial favour. To one of 
them he ſaid, I am almoſt unwilling to part with you; 
I could wiſh -o were togo to Heaven with me, but not 
this way.“ When he ſaw the gallows he ſmil'd, ſaying, 
« Welcome, gallows, I have deſerv'd thee many years.” 
At the place of execution they all joined the Miniſter in 
ſinging and prayer; which done, he earneſtly exhorted all 
ſinners to take warning by him.---He then gave this printed 
Narrative of his life to the Sheriff, and ſaid, © This was 
<« reviſed by me Jaſt night, and it contains nothing but the 
truth, and it is my deſire it ſhould be diſperſed abroad as 
* much as poſſible, to ſhew my wickedneſs and God's 
„ goodneſs, who has forgiven me all my Sins; with 
many more ſtrong expreſhons of his ſtedfaſt faith, to that 
urpoſe. He then clear'd up the character of one who had 
en falſly aſperſed ; and denied his ever having any inten- 
tion to plunder Squire P-----'s houſe, ſaying, © I have 
„been guilty of no robberies but in the ſtreets or high- 
« way,” He then proceeded, © I know CHRIST died for 
* me, and the moment the breath is out of my body, my 
© ſoul will be in Heaven.“ As the executioner was pre- 
paring to tie up Jones he cried out, Tie me up firſt ; 
« for I am the greateſt offender ; ”” and defired that no one 
would pull his legs, for that he was willing to ſuffer all the pain 
of Death.----The rope being hx'd, he cry'd out“ My foul 
« is ſo full of the love of Gop, that it is ready to ſtart out of 
« my * ; and in a few moments I ſhall be at my Fa- 
64 ther's Houſe. The cart, being then drawn away, he 
launch'd into a happy Eternity. WTI 


